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Come and share your concerns,
issues, priorities, and DONUTS!
Please join us!
We would love to see all of our constituents.

Sen. Johnny Ellis
&
Rep. Berta Gardner
Constituent Meet and Greet

Saturday, March 13th, 2010
2 pm to 4 pm
Taku Elementary
701 E 72nd Ave

Senator Johnny Ellis and Representative Berta Gardner

Report to the People
Mid-Session Newsletter for Midtown Anchorage
Minor’s

Dear Friends and Neighbors,
We hope this newsletter finds you well. The 2010
legislative session is underway, and we are working hard
on all of the bills and budget items that need to come before
us over this 90-day session.
As always, we'd like to hear from you, so contact us
if you have any questions on these or any other issues. Our
offices are open here in Juneau, and there are a number of
ways to contact us—our toll-free phone numbers, email
addresses, and mailing addresses are included in this
newsletter.
Best of all, we will be hosting our annual constituent
meetings. This year, we’ve already held one—at Tudor
Elementary on February 27th—and are looking forward to the
second on March 13th at Taku Elementary. Turn this letter
over for the details.
Inside, we have outlined our legislative priorities for
the session. To keep you up-to-date as the process continues
and the pace increases, we each send out regular email
newsletters—to sign up, just call or send an email. Look
for another in-depth newsletter like this one that will recap the
events of the legislative session when we return home to
Anchorage in a few months. The current schedule has us here
in Juneau until April the 18th, and we intend to complete the
state’s business on time.
As always, it is an honor and a privilege to serve
you in the Alaska Legislature.

Senator Johnny Ellis

Rep. Berta Gardner
Representative Gardner and Senator Ellis serve pizza and chat with
constituents at their annual midsession constituent meeting on
February 27 at Tudor Elementary School. We’ll host another
meeting on March 13 at Taku Elementary.

Senator Johnny Ellis

Representative Berta Gardner
It’s all about you!
The most important part of my job as a legislator is to represent you. We may not agree on every
issue – even my husband doesn’t agree with me on everything, but it is my job to listen, to learn and to give
voice to your concerns.
Bills going through the legislature this year are mostly energy related. How do we best obtain reliable and affordable energy for Alaskans? How do we balance an oil tax structure to promote investment
and still ensure Alaska gets a fair share? Do we need incentives to promote the building of a gas line?
All of these
questions
are considered as a bill
works
through the
committee
process.
Representative Gardner and Senator Ellis listen to
These conconstituents at a recent meeting.
siderations
help us
focus on legislation to benefit both our districts and the wider
state, weighing a bill’s intended consequences against the
costs and potential impacts.
The single most influential part of the committee process is your voice. Through my e-news letters and publications I work to keep you informed on important issues and
invite you to be involved. Consider joining your Community
Council, testifying at public hearings through your Legislative
Information Office, writing a letter to the editor or calling,
writing or emailing me. I love to hear from you and find out
what is on your mind!
“Leaders are more powerful role models when they
learn than when they teach” - Rosabeth Moss Kanter

Leaving no stone unturned

One of my primary responsibilities
as an elected Representative is to leave no
stone unturned in our efforts to get Alaska’s gas to consumers here and in the rest
of the nation. The Energy Council in DC
was an opportunity to participate in discussions on energy policy and to contribute an
Alaskan perspective to the debate. We
continue to explain our needs to Congress
and to push for details of the $18 billion
federal loan guarantee to help finance our
gas pipeline.
I also took the opportunity to have
discussions with decision-makers about
permitting problems on oil and gas projects and to ask our own delegation to
work on getting the federal government
to fulfill the statehood promise
of 180,000 acres of school lands.

Can you find a doctor when you need one?
Of growing and serious concern is the shortage of primary care physicians who will accept Medicare patients in
Alaska. As our state population ages, we hear stories of seniors’ inability to find or even retain their own primary care
physician once they reach Medicare age.

Representative Gardner conversing with US Senator
Lisa Murkowski about energy issues.

In Alaska many doctors won’t accept Medicare patients
because of the low federal reimbursement rates for office visits and draconian penalties for billing errors.
One possibility is to establish community health centers that focus on providing care for patients on
Medicare. The centers can bill Medicare at a much higher rate and would then be able to provide services for
Alaska’s seniors. The state should encourage established clinics and those in the works to provide primary
care to more Alaska seniors.

